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LETTER 


\ 


10 THE 
RIGHT HON. zus EARL or CHARLEMONT, 
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TE L. I. O0 GR AP H, 


AND ON THE 


oF : : 


IN & 2 D. 


BY RICHARD LOVELL FDGEWORTH, ad F. R. S. and M. R. I. A. 


— 
— — fÜ—ͤ 
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To take the management of any affair of public concern from the 


7 man, who has almoſt brought it to a Rs is regarded as the 
moſt invidious W | | 
4 — I Vs Fry | 8 ADAM SMITH» 
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RY on after i had FE 1 of 8 yout 
5 Lordſhip: in England, in | 4792, I heard. that diſtur- 
4 bances had broken - out in Ireland. — The revolu- 


tion in France, and the political ſituation of Treland 


had a connection, which could not eſcape the eye of * 


: the moſt ſupetficial obſerver : I therefore reſolved:to 


return, and to contribute, whatever talents and. ac- 


Aduirements I poſſeſſed to the common cauſe. I built 
and improved, I employed numerous tradeſmen 
and labourers, as if the country were in perfect ſecu- 
rity; and in the dreadful ſcenes which. afterwards oc- 
| curred, i have the ſatisfaction to ſay no tenant on my 
eſtate was ever convicted of even acruſed nor has 
a defender been found, even amongſt my workmen. 


* a n Juror, a. magiſtrate, and a country of 


1 


A 2 „ 3 


1 


gentleman, 1 endeavoured to — my au, 

and to abide ſteadily between the extremes of vio- 
Jence and inaction. When J heard of the French 
Telegraph, a new object aroſe for my exertions. 1 
recalled to my mind experiments that I had tried fo 
long ago as the year 1767, when I had practiſed 
this ſpecies of aerial communication; and thinking, 


that it might be peculiarly uſeful to this country, 1 
_ conſtructed ſome machines with which I con- 


verſed, in Auguſt 1794, between Packenham Hall, 
(the ſeat of Lord Longfbrd, ) and Edgeworthſtown : 
finding my ſucceſs equal to my expectations, I was 
edviſed by the preſent Biſnop of Oſſory, who. ex- 


pected the arrival of Lord Fitzwilliam, to ſhew my 


invention to ſome gentleman, whoſe opinion would 
be attended to by adminiſtration.—-I naturally re- 
curred to the Speaker, with whom I had been bred 
up, and with whoſe friendſhip I had been always 


honored ; he immediately underſtood and approved 


the contrivance, gave me the warmeſt encourage- 


ment, and during the months of September, Ofto- 


ber, and November, he aſſiſted me in trying expe- 


riments, and in conſtructing the plan of a voca- | 


bulary ; | a work of no imall difficulty and labor. 


In February, 1795, the Biſhop | of Oe, at my 
* preſented a memorial toLord: Fitzwilliam, 
which T am informed was approved bf, And which 0 
would in all probability have been bu ak Sf 


his Excellency had remained in Ireland, * 


. 
8 ; ) | % 4 
*»# 4 „ 7 SD . N 4 F » 4 
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The Speaker had adviſed me to prepare a chain 
of e Gr from his houſe 2 Dublin 15 


a 4 


&) In W ee 906 December, 1794s the twig W 
written by ſome perſon unknown to me, appeared in * Iriſh and 


—_—— newſpapers. ; 40 


6 | Drogheda, November 19th. 

The right hon. the Speaker of the Houſe of Commons, has been the 
firſt in this country to prove the expediency of uſing the Telegraph. 
On Saturday laſt one was erected on Mount Oriel, near the Speaker's at 
Collon, and another on the hill of Skreene, in the county of Meath, 
fifteen miles diſtant, where each party took their ſtation, and when 
the neceſſary ſignals were made, they communicated to, and ane 


ſwered each other at that diſtance, in the ſpace of five ess, 


The whole apparatus is nothing neces clan a arts of 
about 14 feet in height, placed on an eminence, at the top of which 
is fixed an index, which turns on a ſwivel ; the index has eight dif- 
ferent ſituations in the circle it deſcribes, fignifying the eight figures, 
Viz. o, 1, 2, 3s 4, 5» 6, and 7. The perſon at the correſponding 
ſtation taken, ſuppoſe fifteen miles off, can clearly perceive by the help 


of a good teleſcope, every ſituation of the index, and each party at 


each ſituation is furniſhed with a gloſſary or dictionary, to explain 
the ſignals, and thus the ideas of the one, EST minutes be 
communicated to es. $4. | 3 


In che Star, Oktober 10, 1798, the following deſcription of the 


neu French Telograph appeared. It is obvious that it is conſtructed 
upon the very ſame 1 as W Ns ey in a the x thts 
| which I have Juſt one.” c yo 


Tur — new machine of this r has 


« been lately erected on the top of the Pavilion of Unity, which 
« forms a part of the palace of the Thuilleries, and which is to 


: 7 communicate with S, by a e Eg 922 | 


as far as Landau. 


« 10 the erection of this tdehtve; which differs 3 from | 
10 chat of Chappe, every attention has been paid to its im; rovement. 
« At e « large beam, N and fixed hori- 


$6, 20008)-Y -. 
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in conſequence I had erected machines at Collon, 
Bellewſtown, Ratoath, and Mulhuddard, and under 


his auſpices in ſpring 1795, I preſented the 2 . 


r to his, EXGELLENCY the LORD 


ing eee to Lord N een K 7 
* 5K 8 0 . ü. . | 5 * 
74 No. I. : J | F 


A PROPOSAL, 


LIEUTENANT of IRELAND. {$3 


br the eſtabliſhment of a corps of men, to 


convey ſecret and ſwift intelligence. 


In the preſent ſtate of Europe, and of Ireland i in 


particular, it js unneceſſary to expatiate upon the 


utility of ſpeedy, and ſecret intelligence; it is ſuffi- 


cient to ſay, that if the eye of governmens can be. 


J 


4e 3 on four large Peg ; attached to the main bann are — : 
&« diſtinct arms, fimilar to the ſecondary arms of the other Tele- 


* o 


6 graph, —There are two other arms attached to the two central 12% 


« poſts, the former five have each eight poſitions, two PR, 


T four benen, and two horizontal, &c. c. 


_ « The number of changes, tho? apparently 3 85 eircum- 


«« ſtances of the caſe, will enable the conductors of the machine to 


0 ſubſtitute words for letters, and thus not only to accelerate 


«« thjs communication, but to make it uſeful, not only to the pur- 
„ poſes of 3 hut to thoſe, of babe Shs on Particular | 


« occaſions.” 8 | Aer | Pries * 


7 
7 / 


The idea of my Taleciph, is to point 1 divilods by 2 hand 


or index on an imaginary, ciręle no change in the form can conceal 


this principle. Tellograph is the name I give to my machine, to de- 


vote, that it conveys words inſtead of letters. —An engr aving and 


deſcription . of it will foon * in the tranſadtions "of the R. J. + 4 


. 


* ; enabled - 


t 7 1 


enabled to ſee the whole country like a Map Ee 
it, and if its orders can be conveyed by day or 
night, i in a few minutes to every part of the king- - 
dom, its energy muſt bo encreaſed beyond the limits 
of ordinary ſpeculation; and if ſuch a mode of com- 
munication be extended to Great Britain, another in- 
calculable ſource of advantage would be opened to 
both kingdoms.— If inſtant notice can be given of 
alarm upon the coaſts, or of domeſtic diſturbance, 
the force of government can be directed to the 
point of danger; unfounded rumours can be ſtopped 

in their progreſs, and incipient combinations can be 
broken, before they encreaſe to any formidable mag- 
nitude; inferior depredations would become leſs © 
frequent, as offenders could ſcarcely eſeape from 
puniſhment—almoſt as ſoon as an offence was com- 
mitted it would be known, at every bridge, and 
outlet of the diſtrict, where it happened; a de- 
ſcription. of the offender would meet him wherever : 
he went, and a force would every where be + ready, 
to arreſt him. {<3 cut, 


_— 


r 
A 


If with great celerity of communication entire 
ſecrecy can be connected, if it be impoſſible that 
any perſon concerned in the buſineſs, can decypher 

the intelligence, Which he is employed tQ convey, 
if che mode of communication can be indefinitely” 
varied without difficulty or confuſion, if che adyan- | 
tages of ſuch an eſtabliſhment extend to peace as 
well as war, in preſerving domeſtic ſecurity, i in 

Promoting the exchange of commodities, in facili- 


rating the buſineſs of inſurance, in preventing frands \ 


+. , 
* 


| (+8: 42 
in lotteries; in etpualizing the prices of- _— and 
of other merchandize, and in ſhort if they may be 
felt in evety intertourſt of ſociety, there can re. 
main but one object to be conſidered the 
of the eſtabliſhmenttiis muſt vay wittt the * 


tent of the d . 


rate dg Anat ae HINT be ü 
cient for the whole kingdom. In hazy weather, 
portable machines may be detached from theſe 
ſtations to keep up the communication Where it 
is neceſſary, that the permanent ſtations ſhould be 
tenable againſt mufkerry or ſaddett violence, each 
tation would coſt about three hundred pounds: 
Where temporary eſtabliſhments ſhould be thought 

ſufficient, w_ the Experice gn be ed. 


The han his are employed ſhould be kr 
military diſcipline, to ſecure their punctuality and 
obedience; but as they can be employed in the 
place of other ſoldiers, in aſſiſtance of the civil 
power, their expence ſhould not be —_ ex- 
| clufively to this eftabſhnient. N 


To conduct this buſineſs, 85. Een b. 
poſes to raiſe a corps of men, under any denpmi- 


nation, that may be thought proper, and to hñave | 
them inſtructed, not only in the practice of con- 


veying intelligence, but in the art of throwing up 
field works, and in the management of light guns. 


t ; 


Mir: Edgewbrih has, at no ſmall expence, """Y 
of time and money, brought his plan to ſuch per- 
fſection, that he is willing to eſtabliſh a correſpon- 
dence between any places his Excellency ſhall point 
- out, andre ſuffer the whole Toſs, if mn nde 
found deficient either in ecrecy or expedition. 
| RICHARD LOVELL £DGEWORTH, v. As. and 1. a. . © 


' Septenter 140, 1794. KA 20 
" Preſented to Lord Cuban, May jk, 1795. 


Aſter his Excellency had glanced his eye over the 
title of my memorial, he was pleaſed to ſay, that 
ſuch an eſtabliſhment did not appear to him neceſ- 

i fary, but that he would conſult my iriend, the 
Speaker; from whom I afterwards heard, that my 
plan would not be purſued. Eaſt September, when 

Ns ens of #6 I FT Hoes: rar of SAAB. 
the kingdom, as ſoon as I heard, that preparations 

were actually making againſt ſuch an event, I wrote 

the following letter to Lord Carhampton ; who had 
feen the Tellograph at Edgeworthſtown, and had . 
expreſſed his n its ee & 


— 


= W 


MY Ant 


I!: is rumoured that an len of this country 
is thought poſſible, and that means of defence are 
under oonſideration.—1 beg leave to requeſt that 


7 


r 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| that the country required Protection. C 


$ (619 , 
your Lordſhip will offer my ſervices, to convey. in- 


telligence from the coaſt * to en, at my 


own benen Mel's C 


It is my duty, or perhaps my. Si. to wiſh 
that my ſmall {kill as an engineer ſhould be really 
ufeful; and I apply to your Lordſhip in particular 
to make this offer in my name, becauſe when I had 
the honor of ſeeing you, yon appeared to think 


1 have fe honor to be, my Lord, de. | 


+ £4 L808 RICHARD LOVELL oon Tu. E 
September, 8th, 1796, 


1 ” 
1 * 

[2 . . . * 

——— — : 
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. 
= 
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No. III. | | > 


Lord Cannaneron' s anſwer to my letter, was as 


follows. . 


DEAR SIR, ' Dublin, September 6th, 


If you will be good enough to come. up.to town, 


my Lord Lieutenant will be glad to converſe with 
you on the ſubje& of the Tellograph, and I truſt 
you will be employed. 


1 am, dear Sir » 
with great truth, 
Nags faithful fervant, 


 CARHAMPTON. 


of Ty 


The coaſt of Wine: was at that t time ſuppoſed to be the moſt 


m danger, 


f On 


/ 


o 


1 11 1* | 

on ths twelfth, 1 edited on the Lord Lieutenant, 
who converſed with me ſome” time upon the ſub- 
ject; his Excelleney aſked me, what would be the 
expence of a communication between Dublin and 
Cork, and in what time it could be completed ?— 
J anfwered—that with the aſſiſtance of machinery, 

which I had ready, and which was at the ſervice 1 
government, a temporary eſtabliſhment might be 
formed in a month, and kept up for a year, at the 

expence of C. 700. His Excellency deſired to know 
whether ſuch an eſtabliſhment could not be formed 
in leſs than a month? I replied, that a prudent 
man would not promiſe it.— His Excellency then 
deſired me to prepare for an experĩment before him; 
the time for which, he ſaid, ſhould be ſhortly ap- 
pointed.— His Excellency informed me that Mr. 
Pelham had engaged a perſon belonging to the ad- 
miralty Telegraph, to come over to eſtabliſh it 
here, and he 'was ſo good as to add, that he was 
ſorry my one in 179 5 had not been accepted. 5 


1 returned my acknowledge ments to his Excel- | 


' - Jency, but with reſpect to entering into any com- 


petition with the admiralty Telegraph, I afſured 
- him, that ſuch had never been my intention; I had 
no deſign to interfere with any other perſon's inte- 
reſt or inyention, my propoſal relating ſolely to this 
country, and my wiſh was purely 1 make myſelf. 
_ wſeful in the manner beſt ow to my V Gut and 
e | * 


After 


1a} 


Aer this mare I returned: to the, coun- 
try, and with the | utmoſt expedition completed 
ſeven new Tellographs, of an improved conſtruc- 
tion. Thoſe, which I. had firſt empldyed, were 
intended for fixed ſtations, and therefore were 
more cumberſome, and. required. ſtands of great 
ſolidity.— My new machines were contrived: to 
ſhut up like umbrellas, and were furniſhed. with 
portable ſtands.— They were of different. ſizes, 6, 
10, 11, 12, 20 feet, to ſhew by experiments at 
different diſtances, that a Tellograph could be read 
off with a teleſcope, upon any ſpot which could be 
barely ſeen with the Gon 


On che — FA: 5 
| letter to Mr. PzLHAM. 


No. IV. g 


ene 
six, 

In obedience to Lord Camden: 8 commands, I 
have prepared Tellographs, with which I am' ready 
to try an experiment before his Excellency, when- 
ever he thinks proper; I have alſo collected ſome 
machines, which I uſed in my firſt trials, and which 
I could employ immediately, to form a temporary 
communication between' Cork and Dublin. 


I ſuppoſe, that with a corps of four hundred | 
men, and with an expence of four or five thouſand 
pounds, a communication might be eſtabliſhed be- 


tween Dublin and the following . Brayhead, 


eat | | 


\ 


Pas | - 13 1 


Wicklow, Wexford, Waterford, "COR 
Voughal, Cork, Limerick; Galway, Sligo, Lough- 


 foyle, Belfaſt, and Carlingford, beſides an exten- 
five inland correſpondence ; part of this corps 
might de employed in keeping up a ſpeedy inter- 
courſe between the troops of a cordon with m 
portable Tellograph, which a man can carry, and 
can ſet up in five minutes, and which is legible in 

2 weather when other Telegraphs are ineffetual. 
TR * — 5 the honor to be, * N reſpect. 

| 4 "Sit, 
| your moſt obedient ſervant, 


RICHARD LOvELL EDGEWORTH. v4 


| Tothis euer Mr. Pena —_ 


. 
| Phenix pork, September 260 1 | 


SIR, 
I have received the honor of your letter, ſtating, 
that you have prepared ſome Tellographs in obe- 
dience to the Lord Lieutenant's commands, and that 
you were ready to make an experiment before his 
Excellency. I am to inform you, that his Excellency 
will be very glad to ſee the the experiment at any time 
that may be moſt convenient to you; and I ſhall 
be obliged to you if you will give me 4 days no- 
tice. The end of r FR wood = an n 
dme if it * fied * —8 
your 2 obedient ſervant, va 
r. PgLAAM. 
I. immediately 


” 


6 14 1 0 W 5 


- +I immediately: went up to town, and was de- 
ſired to wait on Mr. Pelham, at his houſe f in the 
Park, on the 2d. of October. The Secretary at 
war and the Secretary for the civil department were” 
at breakfaſt with him. He aſked to ſee the port- 
able reconnoitring Tellograph, which I had brought 
with me, and a ſpecimen of my vocabulary; though 
I had no perſon with me, who underſtood the ma- 
nagement of the machines but my ſervant, Mr. 
Pelham deſired to ſee them tried. Mr. Cooke 
and Mr. Elliott, the two Secretaries, whom I did 
not then know, obligingly offered to aſſiſt me. 


They took one of the Tellographs to the butts 


in the Park, and Mr. Pelham received a meſſage 
from them i in the lawn before his houſe. 


Mr. Pelham, and the gentlemen who were with | 
him, expreſſed much ſatisfaction at the experiment. 
And he informed me that the Lord Lieute- 
nant was to go the next day to aleo, and aſked 

me if I could meet m chere. 


— 


My e were at is. time on ie Wad to 
Dublin, I * a den to take them acroſs | 


* » 


* When the two eee bad taken RM of the butts for 
their experiment, they | were arreſted by a centinel, who conbdered 
them as perſons, that muſt have ſome evil deſign in view, from the 


It ſtrange apparatus they had with them. It was in vain that the Se- 


oretary at war declared who he was, the centinel would . 
him, till he was convinced of bis 11 AY” dd a 


The laughter, which this occaſiongd, and the 5 3 with 
which theſe gentleinen betiayed, made me form Mg hopes as 
to my future ops with them. 1 S Ns I 


5 ER] 
the country by Wil, to o Colon two of my ſons 


carried machines to Belleiftowy, erg Iriſh” miles 
| nr Bout ＋ 2 


Notwithſtanding " coldnef of the en and 


a briſk ſtorm, the next morning Lord Camden had 


the complaiſance to remain two hours on a bleak 
hill to ſee the experiment. It ſucceeded to my 
wiſhes, and his Excellency was pleaſed to ſay, that 
he was entirely ſatisfied. He further aſſured me 
that no other Tellograph ſhould be employed in this 
country in preference to mine. | 

At Mr. Pelham's deſire, I ſent a written propo- 
fal for a hat all 1 hc of Which 
Wannen geg a 


MEMORIAL 


— 


. LF, PRESENTED, OCTOBER 6, 2796. 


Me: Laser will sketch 0 convey intelli- 
Kobe from Dublin to Cork, and back' to Dublin, 


| dat the rate of one hundred pounds per annum, for 
each ſtation, as long as government ſhall think 


proper; and from Dublin to any other place at 
6. the DE rate, in proportion to the diftance Pro- 
© | . vided, 


by means of fourteen or fifteen different ſtations, 


| 


12 1 «+ 


vided, that when government chuſes to diſcontinue 


the buſineſs, they ſhall pay one year's contract, 
over and above the current expence; as ſome com · 
penſation for the prime coſt of the apparatus, and 


the trouble of the firſt eſtabliſhinent, | 


* 
- 
, - ' N 


This memorial was acoompanied with the obern 
4 letter to Mr. Funan. N. 


No. . 


SIR, 


I encloſe a add for eſtabliſhing a Tellograph | 


between Dublin-and Cork, &c. that MM 1 5 
cific may be immediately-before you. 


J was adviſed not to diſtract attention \ by more 
propoſals than one, and it was ſuggeſted, that if a 
Tellographic corps were eſtabliſhed, the men at 


each ſtation would be under the command of any 


officer, who might bei in the neighbourhood, which 
would interrapt my proceedings, and would put 


my conduct, ang reſponſibility, into the hands of 


other perſons, This might ſurely be obviated 
general orders from the Commander in Chi 
cannot therefore help thinking, that it would be 


beſt to eſtabliſh a corps of men in ſtations, tenable 


| againſt a mob and againſt muſketry. That one 
company 7 ON he, employed for attending the 


3 


Valin, October, 1796. 


. 

army,” for reconnoitring, &c. &c. That this com- | 
pany ſhould be changed from time to time, to re- £ 
| lieve the centinels on watch. 


The whole eſtabliſhments, independently of the 
corps, would, if the tations were only common 
houſes, coſt about four or five thouſand pounds. + 
If they were ade tenable, the expence would be 
about ſix or ſeven thouſand pounds, to convey in- 
telligence to every part of the kingdom which 
ſhould be neceſſary.— If a civil eſtabliſhment is ; 
adopted, it appears to me, that the men, who muſt 8 
protect it, would be an additional expence—on a 
military plan, the men who protect, might con- 
duct it. 


For my own part, I am ſenſible that you com- 

prehend the whole of the buſineſs - that you ſee the 

. great difference that there muſt be between a partial 
and a general plan, and I am perfectly willing to pur- 

fue without reſerve, any plan that you ſball approve. 


I beg leave to offer my acknowledgments for 
the goodneſs of his EE}. and for your libe- 
rality and kindneſs. 

have the henour t to be, &c. 


, RICHARD LOVELL. IDCETORTH. 


During the 3 that paſſed. at Cale 
Mr. Pelham told me, that the Duke of York had 
expreſſed a wiſh for a reconnoitring Tellograph, 

B | and 


F182 

and that he thought mine was exactly what his 
Royal Highneſs wanted. —By the roth I had a new 
portable Tellograph, conſtructed in the handſomeſt 
manner in my power; it contained a teleſcope in 
its axletree, ſo as to be manageable by a ſingle 
perſon. Mr. Pelham examined this at his houſe in 
the Park, and did me the honour to accept of it as 
a preſent. —He aſked me, if I had any friend to 
vhom it would be an object to preſent it in his name 
to the Duke of Vork. -I mentioned Mr. Bridge- 
man Edgeworth my ward, who belongs to the 
Woolwich Academy. Mr. Pelham lamented, that 
ſending for Mr. Bridgeman Edgeworth to England, 
to inſtruct him in the management of the machine, 
would waſte much time..=My fon Lovell, who 
was preſent at this converſation, offered to go over to 
England, to teach his relation what might perhaps be 
of advantage to him. Mr. Pelham immediately pro- 
poſed, that government ſhould defray Mr. Lovell 
Edgeworth's expences—this my ſon, in the moſt pro- 
per manner declined, by ſaying, * that even his father 
ſhould notdefray his expences upon ſuchan occaſion.” 
— He was thanked, and applauded; and as ſoon as 
with the utmoſt induſtry another Tellograph was 
completed, he was diſpatched to London with a 
letter from Mr. Pelham to the Nuke of York—a 
letter to Colonel Brownrigg his Royal Highneſs's Se- 
cretary, and with other letters of recommendation. 
In the whole of this buſineſs, I was much capti- 
vated with Mr, Pelham's politeneſs, and I had ſuf- 
fcient opportunity of ſeeing the clearneſs and ex- 
tent of his 3 upon a ſubject entirely 


new 
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new to him, he became immediately acquainted 
with the whole detail of my machinery—with the 
conſtruction of the vocabulary - with the difference, 
which ſhould be obſerved between a vocabulary 
for common uſe, and one which might be con- 
ſtructed for an univerſal language—and with all the 
important purpoſes, to which ſuch an invention 
could be applied. He informed me that he had 
written to Lord Grenville, to recommend an eſta- 
bliſhment of the Tellograph between England and 
Ireland, and added, „ That if the Engliſh' miniſtry 
did not concur in ſuch an eſtabliſhment, it was 
ſtill in the power of government here, to ao what 
they thought proper,” 


On the 8th of October, Mr. Bridgeenan Edge- 
worth and my ſon obtained an audience of the 
Duke of Vork; and on the next day they ſhewed 
the portable reconnoitring Tellograph in Kenſing- 
ton gardens to his Royal Highneſs, who expreſſed his 
approbation in a moſt gracious manner. Colonel 
Brownrigg, the Duke of York's Secretary, engaged 
my ſon to meet him the next day at the Admiralty, 
that he and the Duke's Aid-· de· camp might learn the 
management of the machine, and the uſe of the 
vocabulary. — Sir William Fawcett was preſent, he 
ſeemed much pleaſed,, and gave it as his' opinion, 
that the reconnoitring Tellograph might be em- 
ployed in the Weſt- Indies to great advantage. 


does my ſon left 1 Colonel Brownrigg 
preſented him from the Duke of York, with a_ 


B 2 k handſome 
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en 


| handſome. refracting teleſcope, upon which "Mt was 


permitted to inſeribe his 8 Hishoeſs J name. 


During this time I bad no doubt, chat arrangements 


were making for an eſtabliſnment of my Tellograph - 
in Ireland, the idea of extending it to Scotland to 

meet the Engliſh Telegraph had been taken up by 

Mr. Pelham; but as to this country, I had never ſup- 


poſed that any thing was in ſuſpenſe, except the 


mode of the eſtabliſhment, whether it ſhould be, 


civil or military ?—As ſoon as an adjournment of par- 
liament took place, I went to town and waited = 
Mr. Pelham—he was much hurfied with buſige 

but from the moment I ſaw him, I could perceiv 

that the views of government had changed, and five 
a few words of converſation he promiſed to write 
to me, and the following is a copy of his letter, 


f 


N ON e 


Dublin Caſte, November 7b. 1796. 
DEAR SIR, 


The Lord Lieutenant communicated to Lord 


Spencer, your plan for eſtabliſhinga communication of 


intelligence between Cork and Dublin, and between 


Dublin and Belfaſt and Donaghadee, by means of a 
Tellograph of your. invention, and requeſted to, 
know whether ſuch an eſtabliſhment would be of 
ſuch advantage to Great Britain, as to induce Lord 
Spencer to encourage the adoption of it. 


Lord 
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Lord Spencer and the Board of Admiralty . 
not think it would be of ſuch importance, as to in- 


duce them to encourage his Excellency in making 


the experiment. His Excellency thinking the in- 


vention a very ingenious one, and wiſhing to ſhew 


every degree of attention to you in the buſineſs,” 
conſulted the Commander in Chief upon the advan- 
tages to be derived from ſuch an eſtabliſhment for 
the communication of intelligence within the king- 
dom ; and not receiving more encouragement from 
him, than he had done from the Admiralty in Eng- 
land, his Excellency has directed me to ſay, that 
much as he admires the invention, and the motives 


| which engaged the author to apply his talents to 
this object, he does not ſee any purpoſe in this 

country, for which he could be rn oth in in- 
| CONT the 8 | 8 


The utility of a Tellograph may bebe be 


conſidered greater; but J truſt that at all events, 
thoſe talents which have been directed to this pur- 


ſuit will be turned to ſome other object, and that 


the public will have the benefit of tha extraordinary , 
activity and zeal, Which I kave witneſſed on this 


occaſion, in ſome other inſtitution, which I am 
ſure that. the ingenuity of the author will not 


require much time to ſuggeſt. 


1 88578 the honor to be with great reſpect, 
ddcear Sin, 
- your moſt obedient tcable Erw, 

a T, PELHAM. 


No. 
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No. IX. 


Mr. Epowokrn's anſwer. 


 Edgeworthflown, Ow 21ſt, 1796. 
SIR, 
When I had the honor of ſeeing you, I tated, 
that my Lord Carhampton's opinion was, that 
ſhould be employed; which will appear by the en- 1 


cloſed copy of his Lordſhip's s letter, of the 6th of 
e (D). 


What new circumſtances have occurred to leſſen c 

alarm, or make my ſervices unacceptable, I am at 
a loſs to conjecture. My invention however has 
been adopted at the Admiralty, by the Duke of 
York's Chaplain, with ſuch ſlight alteration as ca- 
not blind the public, to whoſe g 1 I ſhall 
ſoon ahmt che whole tranſaction. 6 


Jam, Sir, 4 

e moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| RICHARD LOVELL EDGEWORTH. * 
I have, my Lord, in a ſhott and plain narrative, 
laid before your Lordſhip and the public, the whole 
of what has paſſed between government and me re- 


ative to the Tellograph: and I ſhall now beg leave 
to make a few remarks upon the . 5 


(o) No. III. 
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In 1795, when my ' propoſal (a) was W 


to Lord Camden, the anſwer which I received gave 


me no encouragement; his Excellency ſaw no neceſ- 


ſity at chat time for ſuch an eſtabliſhment: this 
was a diſtinct anſwer, of which I had no reaſon to 
complain: but in September, 1796, when Mr. 


Pelham had engaged a perſon from England, to 
bring over the Admiralty Telegraph to this coun- 


try, when that perſon had actually arrived, it was 
plain that government had changed their opinion 


with regard to che utility of ſuch an eſtabliſhment, 


and when I Was ſent for by Lord Camden, and de- | 


ſired by his Excellency to prepare Tellographs for 


an experiment before him, when he had enquired 


from me an eſtimate of the expence of a tempo - 


rary eftabliſhinerit for immediate uſe, and had par- 
ticularly been earneſt with reſpect to the time 
within which it could be completed. had I not reaſon 


to ſuppoſe; that nothing but a proof of the practicabi- 


lity of my propoſal was wanting? When a nobleman 


of high honor and ſuperior abilities had written to me 


d that he truſted, I ſhould be employed, (5) when: 
MI. Pelham (00 had deſired me to bring up to town 
the machines, which I had prepared, ſome of which _ 


were expreſsly mentioned (O) as being intended for 


à communication” from Dublin to Cork, when che 
ſimplicity of the machinery, and the impenetrable | 
| ſecrecy of the mode of communication were ap- 
plauded by every member of adminiſtration, who 
had Wo Wen and when ny invention was. pee 
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| , 


| "approved 
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Et 24) 
approved of by the Lord Lieutenant limite . 


gave it in the handſomeſt manner a decided pre- 


ference to any that he had heard of, was I too an- 
guine in concluding, that the general queſtion of 


expediency had been previouſly conſidered Did 


it appear in any degree probable, that gentlemen 
ſhould take and give ſo much trouble about a 
thing, which they did not mean to purſue . Had 
the incompetency of the invention, or the extrava - 
gance of its expence, been the reaſons aſſigned for 


the rejection of my propoſal, and had it appeared 


that a better or a cheaper mode of capamunication. 


than mine had been at the commayd” of ad mini- 


ſtration, their conduct would have been ii ſome de- 


gree juſtifiable.— But the contrivance-was approved 


of; and the expence Was: not DUR fourth of 
the government in England paid for the A 
Telegraph. That the expence could not have been 
the real objection, is evident from this ſingle ei 
cumſtance,—Mr. Pelham had been informed af: 
the expences of the, Admiralty Telegraph, and had, 


_ notwithſtanding brought oyer/;a perſon from the 


Admiralty, on purpoſe to eſtabliſh a eee i 
en Cork and Dublin. 1 901 
The expence of the Engliſh Telegraph, between ; 
Pordmouth and London, a diſtance of fifty ſix 
. Iriſh: miles, is three thouſand pounds a year, My 


offer for an eſtabliſhment hetween / Dublin and Cork, 


a diſtance of one hundred and twenty Iriſh miles, 
was upon an eſtimate of one thouſand four hun- 
dred pounds e At the rate df che Engliſh 

. Telegraph 


— 


444.3 3 
Telegraph, i it would have coſt fix thouſand ſix buns 


dred pounds—a-ſum, for which with a very ſmall 


addition I would have eſtabliſhed 3 at 
every important ſtation * the coaſt. 


* 


1 do not mean nto aſſert that government ever made 
me a poſitive promiſe, but if any doubt can remain 
© whether government gave me encouragement to pro 

8 let us reflect upon the character and conduct of 
Mr. Pelham, Would he have ſuffered my recon- 
noitring Tellograph to be taken to England, where, | 
as it reſembled i in miniature my other machines it 
vould ſubject them to imitation, (8) a circumſtance 
which 1 am told has already happened; or would 
5 haye permitted Mr. Lovell Edge worth to have 
e to London, on purpoſe to. have it preſented 
to wy Pore of York, if he had. not. intended, that. 
„ ' my plat. ſhould be adopted i in this kingdom? Mr. 
| Pelham in his letter, to Colonel Browarigg expreſslx 
mentioned, that my ſon went for. no other purpoſe 
to England: and to me he expreſſed in diſtinct 5 
terms, that if the Engliſn adminiſtration ſhould not 
cCeoncur in the ſcheme of communicating intelligence 
; I from London $0,000, "9 90S Mn the 1 


4 


1 By the ſame 8 brought Mr. Pelham 8 
14 received a letter from London, which informed me, that a 
. ph upon the ſame principle as mine, was juſt ſet up at the 
KAumiralty by the Duke of York's Chaplain.—Since theſe ſheets | 
vent to the preſs, I have learned that the machine Which was then 
grected, c deen taken 3 
8 5 


. 


n „ « power 
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& power of govirameat here, to do what they, 
ce pleaſed in the buſineſs,” I could ſcarcely after 
what had. paſſed ſuppoſe, that what they pleaſed 
was nothing. For it muſt be obſerved, that no at- 
tempt was made to accommodate the buſineſs in any 
manner to my feelings. I had offered to eſtabliſh 
a communication from . the coaſt to- Dublin at my 
own expence (a),—of this offer no notice was 
taken: 1 had already, as was known to govern- 
ment, expended . 500: as much more would have 
erected a temporary eſtabliſhment (for perhaps a 
year) to Cork; and by this trifling complaiſance, 
the utility of my invention might have been fairly 
tried, and the moſt prudential government upon 
earth, could not accuſe itſelf of extravagance in 
being partner with a private gentleman in an 
experiment, which had with inferior apparatus, 
and at four times the EXPENCE, been tried and 3Þ- 
"proved of 1 in TIRE and England. | K Pty 
J muſt alſo "i; that I had ectefilly old 
all competition with the Admiralty Telegraph; my 
propoſals were confined to Ireland, (z) and the idea 
of meeting the Englſh Telegraph at Portpatrick, 
was a ſecondary conſideration, which might, if a 
national eſtabliſhment! took place within this king- 


dom, be adopted at a fortpight” 8 notice. mY 125 0 


W 


The attempt to 3 * *joftida of my: pro- 
poſal upon the Commander in Chief, is beſt ah | 


(+) No. I. (s) No. VII. 


1 ſwered 


1 
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ſwered by his own letter; in which he tells me, 


ce that on the day upon which he ſent for me by 
te the Lord Lieutenant's command, he had found 


« his Excellency and Admiral Kingſmill conſulting 
c on the expediency of ſending for a Telegraph 


from England; that he warmly recommended 


« my being employed in preference to any other 
ce perſon, but that the taking up originally the idea | 
« of Telegraghs, and 1 it up, Were both un- 


«6 Known to bim. | 


As to Mr. Pelham, I think he has been obliged 5 
to act againſt his feelings; for beſides the politeneſs 
of his conduct to me, his letter (a) is flattering in 
the extreme—ſome parts of it might from another 
petfon be conſidered as ironical ; but I firmly be- 
lieve, that it was written with kindneſs. He 
defires me. to turn my talents to ſome other 


ſcheme for the public good, thinking a ſincerely 
hope) that my views are directed to that honeſt 


purpoſe. But he forgot, that all my former ef- 
forts had been rendered ine ffectual by cauſes, 


which 1 could not countetact, and that in any new 
purſuit for the benefit of the public, I could-ex- 
pet nothing but unavailing labor, fruitleſs expence 


and irretrievable loſs. of time. Fortune has en- 


abled me to bear the loſs of a conſiderable ſum, | 


© without inconvenience; but had I been poor, I 


ſhould not have met with more conſideration. 


7 
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Fi igure to. yourſelf, my Lord—for you can feel 
for your inferiors—the deſpair of an ingenious, 
friendleſs man, - who had beſtowed the bread- of his 
family in perfecting a project, which ought to have 
been adopted for its utility; figure to yourſelf ſuch | 


a a man, Jured on beyond the bounds of prudence, 


by the fallacious hopes of remuneration, receiving 
at laſt a cold negative, and diſmiſſed to wretched- 


neſs and a priſon.—If this publication can ſave one 


ſuch man from ruin, my expence, and time, and 


labor, have been well „ | " 
| Y 1 F. 
Some peard 88 Mipiſter i England che lo 


would. ſuit many. "of. his ſucceflors) ſent for an inge- 


niqus man, to whoſe talents he had been indebted, 
and adviſed him to learn Spaniſh.—After three 


months labor, the pale ſtudent preſented himſelf, 


and modeſtly hinted, that he had made a conſider- 
able progreſs in chat language; but inſtead of being 


appointed Secretary to a Spaniſh: embaſly, or Con- 


-ſul to ſome Spaniſh port, he was politely told, * that 


« he was prepared to taſte the ſublime pleaſure of | 


TS. reading Don Quixote i in the Fe * 


f arti not ſo utterly anacqualated with Courts, 


as not to be aware, that I have neglected ſome 0 f 


thoſe arts, which are ſuppoſed (I hope unjuſtly) to 


be eſſential to ſucceſs ;—I was early adviſed by an 


experienced friend, to leaye the cutting and cary- 


ing of the buſineſs to government; if I had con- 
necqted this advice, with what I have heard upon 
. other W and inſtead of laboring to ſhow 


. _ © economy 


f | : 
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- 
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economy and diſintereſtedneſs, had 1 introduced 
my Tellograph in the form of a lucrative job, in 
which there might be good picking for others, 1 
might have encreaſed the number of my friends, 
and have gratified choſe who are in power, by an 
opportunity of increaſing patronage.—To him, 
who is not in Parliament, every ſtep in public bu- 
ſineſs is arduous.— When Lewis XIV. aſked a 
Lady, « how he could find the way to her cham- 
ber?“ —ſhe anſwered “ Par I'Egliſe.” — The 
ſhorteſt way perhaps to the Caſtle, is through the 
Houſe of Commons. —Independently of all inte- 
reſted or ambitious motives, there ſeems to be 
ſome ſtrange delight 1 in palicical corruption. — There 
are men who imagine that there is ſomething hu- 
morous, ingenuous, liberal, and graceful, in the 
frank avowal of venality. 


/ 


I once cata to a gentleman, (who had n E 
himſelf comfortably in a ſeat at a lucrative Board,) 
for his aſſiſtance upon a certain buſineſs then before 
Partiament—« Tell me honeſtly, my good friend,” 
faid he, “ is it a job? If it is, I will attend—if 

Lr is not, the ching muſt make i its way by i its mers. 


Many will perhaps be ſurprized, un after my 
opportunities of learning better, I ſhould not have 
availed myfelf of my knowledge of the world 

To theſe I can only reply in the language of a per- 
ſecuted Stateſman; who among corrupt Courtiers, 85 
had the misfortune to preſerve his integrity, , 


«+ 11 ſervit ait de vous imiter, Mais il E difficile de s'y xefoudre. -. 
Ham 


t . 1 
> am impatient, my Lord, to fniſh this part of 
my ſubject, that 1 may lay aſide the conſtant repe- 
tition of “ the moſt diſguſting of all the pro- 
' nouns , which has hitherto been the unſucceſsful 
hero of my tale.—But he who puts his name to 
what he writes, reſpects the liberty of the preſs, 
and ſets an example, which, if it were followed, 
would diſeountenance the effuſions of anonymous 
malice and ſcurrility. 


# Whoever appeals to the public encounters a dan- 
1 gerous dilemma ;—if he expect the ſympathy of man- 

kind, he muſt not only convince them that he is in- 

| jured, but that he feels the injury; for it is a contra - 

0 diction in terms to talk of ſympathizing with him, 
| who does not feel.—On the contrary, if a man ſhews 

| quick ſenſibility, the warmth of his reſentment alarms, 
, the caution of his readers; it is ſuppoſed that objects 
| are magnified through the miſt of paſſion, and it 

| is believed that a man with the beſt intentions in the 
world is not to be truſted, and ſhould not truſt 
himſclf, whilſt he is under the influence of any vio- 
| lent emotion, To avoid theſe extremes is not dif- 

| ficult to him, who is really intereſted for the pub- 
Ic, whois perfectly happy in his private life, and 

| who is diſappointed more in what concerns others, 

| than in what touches himſelf —Mankind will juſtly : 
; ſhare the indignation which he feels for the deſertion 

of their intereſt, and will go beyond his reſentment 

y for any neglect with which one who wiſhed to have 

x been their benefactor has been treated. My motto 


expreſſes 


1 

1 f »Gibbon's life. 
ö 

| 
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expreſſes what I think the we will feel on my 
account, Mi, 


1 ſhall now 3 to ſhew, chat the ohiec | 
which I purſued was national, and that the nation 
; has a a right to enquire why it was laid ade. 


When I ſpeak of Tellograyhs as a e means 
of protection, I muſt explain myſelf, and I hope, 
I may be pardoned if I ſhould repeat any ideas 1 
have already ſuggeſted in my memorials, becauſe 


T have obſeryed, that ee as well as prefaces 
are ſeldom read. 


In this LD objects of ſcience have not been 


much attended to, but the genius of the nation is 
now awake; and the neceſſity of employing every 
reſource of art muſt ſoon be acknowledged. —Sup- 
poſe that two or three different ſquadrons menaced 
the coaſts of Ireland, or perhaps the coaſts of both 
countries, what muſt be the firſt wiſh of an intel- 
ligent General ?—Surely to know as ſoon as poſſible . 
the real object of the enemy. It is commonly 
ſuppoſed, that the South Eaſt coaſt of the kingdom 
would be the object of invaſion; the Weſt and Nor- 
thern coaſts appear to me to be the moſt in danger. 
I had formed this opinion long beiore I ſaw the ſame 
idea expreſſed i 1 an excellent pamphlet on the de- 
fence of Ireland, which has been withheld, I do not 
know for what reaſon, from the public. What- 
ever difference of opinion there may be as to the 
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parts of our coaſt, which require moſt to be guard- 


ed, the enemy. would, at all events, endeavor to 


ect a landing, where it was the leaſt expected, 


and would by every poffible means diſtra& our at- 
tention. Our having the cettainty of intelligence, 


muſt either oblige them to concehtrate their force, 


or would baffle any attempt to divide gurs.— It has 


been ſuggeſted, and believed, that foreign enemies 


have artfully endeavored to fornent inſurrections 
amongſt the people of Ireland. Had any ſuch 
plan been concerted to diſtract the country by ex- 


citing diſturbances amongſt the populace, | would. 


not a ſpeedy communication of intelligence be- 


tween every part of the kingdom and government, 
be one of the moſt uſeful means of counteracting 
fuch deſigns ?—Apprized of the real circumſtances 
and extent of the danger, miniſters would be able 


| to regulate their conduct accordingly ; proper aſſiſt- 


ance might be afforded to the civil power, and the 
provincial forces might rk. be collected at che 


e 3 


Are theſe objects of no . Does 1 


| ſecurity of Ireland depend merely upon the Phy- 
ſical force, which can be collected in its defence? 
and what part of the phyſical force of Ireland can 
be relied upon for its defence? one half? - one 
third ? one tenth of its male inhabitants ?—Surely _ 
if force is to be relied upon, that force muſt require 


{kill to direct, and ingenuity to encreaſe it, nor 
ſhould any reſqurge of human invention be neglect- 
ed, which promiſes even problematical or remote 
* ö advantage! ; 


7 


Tor 


ddvantages [1s the government of Ireland ihald, 
that too many applications of this ſort ſhould be 
made by Gentlemen ?—Is the attention of the king- 
dom too much turned to ſcience? Perhaps the 
ee by which the ancients perſonified inven- 
tlon, is one of that ſpecies which will not live upon 
| Triſh ground. To object to the expence of fix or 
ſeven thouſand pounds, and the employment of 
thiee or four hundred men, upon an object of na · 
tional importance, is to raiſe the value of money 
higher, and to ſink the value of protection lower 
_ than has been yet attempted by any Stateſman, wow. 
tas liable io Peſponſbility: 5 275 

Of labs it las been the pallcy of Pee to 
affect alarm; it was during one of theſe fits either 
of real or pretended apprehenſion, that Miniſters 
expreſſed ſuch an eatneſt deſire to have a Tello⸗ 
graph eſtabliſhed in this kingdom.---A month ap- 
peared to the Lord Lieutenant too long a time to 
allow for the completion of ſuch an eftabliſhinent_ 
between Dublin and Cork A mofith paſſed away, 
the danger continued the ſame, but the means of 
defence; which had = ſo anxiouſly ſought, be- | 
came unnèceſſaryi. 5 { 


The moſt Gvoirible ape don 1 6 which we 
can account for the conduct of the Iriſh govern- | 
3 in this buſineſs is, that a ſuperior Influence in 
England forbade our adminiſtration to proceed.— 
If this be the fact, can only 9 their humi- 
Lating f ſtate of wunde. | 


[4 


4 
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It muſt be mortifying 0 a Viceroy, who comes 


over to Ireland with enlarged views, and bene vo- 


lent intentions, to diſcover, when he attempts to 


act for himſelf, that he is peremptorily checked by 
foreign influence; that a circle is chalked —— | 


him, beyond which he cannot, or he fancies that 
he cannot move. Wy 


; 
. 


It is in vain, chat we attempt to ſtudy the cha- 


racter of our Governors, if in fact their Fic poſitions 


have no influence on their conduct.—-In * ſuc- - 
ceſſion of Vice-Royalty in Ireland, there is an auto- 
matic uniformity ; there is no change but in the 
form, that holds the delegated ſceptre ;---perhaps 
this change is ſufficient'to amuſe. the credulous po- 
pulace, but ſuch of the ſpectators, as are curious 
to know the machinery of the ſpectacle, m muſt look 
for the hand that holds the wires, and liſten to the 
voice that ſpeaks behind the ſcenes, | 


1 is noe impoſſible, that the Engliſh government 
may have been glad to take advantage of an alarm 
of invaſion in this Kingdom, to induce the gentle- 
men of Ireland to arm themſelves at (5) their 
own expence in its defence. In this point of view 
we may account for the oſtentatious diſplay of 


anxiety in Adminiſtration, for the eagerneſs with 


which a Tellograph was apparently deſired at one 4 
period, and FP rejected at another,---T he Yeo- | 


(n) Beſides the 28 expence of the officers, the whole eſtabliſh- 
ment muſt be paid for wid Parliament, RT ak of the Army and 


; Militia, 


„ 005, A manry 


1 

many were to be raiſed,” in the firſt inſtance, and 
after the Yeomariry were raiſed, and the manceyvre | 
had anſweted its purpoſe; no farther ceremony was 
neceſfary towards an individual.—A complimentary 


letter was thought a ſufficient « amende bonorable, N 
on the part of Miniſters. | 


The enlightened avthot of the pamphlet te on 
the defence of Ireland, which I have before men- 
tioned, ſtrongly recommends the plan of raiſing 
corps of Yeomariryz ahd high praiſe is un- 


queſtionably due to the authors of the meaſure, pro- 


vided no infidious defign lutks beneath fair pre- 
tendes.— If it were of no other uſe; it will pledge 
gentlemen to remain in the country and defend i it: 
it is a meaſure ſalted to the genius x the nation 3 


py 6 4 


Eimen W he Fe has been put in motion, FAT 


if it be directed with proper ſkill and caution, it 


may be the falyation of the country ; bur then it 
mult not be relied upon for ſervices, to which i it is 
inadequate : the different corps of Yeomanry in the 
capital, the fineſt body of men perhaps that exiſts 
in Treland,. are in cheir formation and their 


ſpirit the ſame to all intents and purpoſes, as the 
Volunteers. of truly glorious memory ; their local, | 


and profeſſional ſituations muſt however be conſi- 
dered, when' we look. up to them for protection 


againſt 4 foreign = AW —TF 0 b e property and 
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N 1 3 6 1 8 : 
bur it would be a moſt abſurd attempt” to oppoſe | 
them to an invading” enemy. If the merchants 
\ ſhut up their counting Houſes, trade ſmen their ſhops, 

if men of every occupation ruſh from the city to 
the camp, if -the-deſk and bar are forſaken for 

the ſword, if the aſtoniſhed client exclaims, 


cc Balk'd are the Courts, and conteſt is no more,” 


gan we ſuppoſe, that fuch enthuſiaſm would be uſefulor 

could be durable? or can we imagine that property. 
would. be more ſecure in a populous. city, where 
none were left to protect it ?=In the country to 
collect the Yeomanry_ into armies, or to invite + kh 
them by the powerful ſpirit of emulation to the. | 
coaſts, would be till more fatal—greater danger. 
would be incurred, than if property never had been 

regularly armed. Moſt certainly the proper em 

ployment of ſuch a force is in the protection of 
whatever might tempt the hand of rapine. Wich 
ſuch internal ſecurity as Veomanry can enſure, with 
the trained Militia, and a diſciplined army, Ireland. - 
might mock invaſion. 1 1 75 1 


/ 


Whether any attempt filently to convert the 
militia into fencibles dare be made in Ireland, 1 
will not venture to foretel; that it has been thought 
of, I will not heſitate to aſſert. Were this fatal 
deſign to be purſued, welt the nation to believe, 

that our Yeomanry is the ſame, as chat glorious 
army of Volunteers, which under your command, 5 
my Lord, withered the hopes of France, the coun- 

try would be undone :—for in the hour of danger, 10 

2 Britiſn Minifter- dares : not leave a regiment in Ire- 


N 2 0 — | land, 


by 
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land, hich might be looked for in Great Britain.m 
The troops of the. line in England will be largely 
draſted for the Weſt: Indies, which are obviouſly ih, 
the eyes of the Miniſter, the moſt valuable appen- 
dages of the Britiſh empire. — Were, Ireland, in. 
conſequence of theſe meaſures, to be abandoned to. 
the protection of Fencibles and Veomanry, no. 


human Hagacity could foreſee the conſequences... [ 


I hops that my opinion with reſpect to the Yeo. 


* Ga 


manry * has been diſtinctly expreſſed. 1 approve 92 


highly of the inſtitution, and of the motives, which - 
animate the gentlemen who compoſe it, but I de- 
precate an improper uſe of them, —I dread left it 
ſhould become a national boaſt, that we can ee 
ourſelves, and leſt that boaſt ſhould be believed i in 
England, and ſhould be too juſtly appreciarcd in in 
F rance. 


1 


No mode of PRA however, can poſtbly be 


adopted, which might not derive effential-advan- 


tages, from a ſyſtem of ſpeedy and univerſal intel- 
ligence : whether, we conſider the internal police of 
the country, or precaution againſt an invading. ene 


my, ſuch à ſyſtem muſt be of conſiderable import- 


ance.— The actual eſtabliſhment. of Telegraphs in 
two powerful nations in time of war, ſufficiently 
8 - the 2 from being gee" as 


S's . 


— 


* I muſt differ with the Yn of the Wapbiet to which I "BY | 


alluded, in one particular. e thinks the clothing of Veomanry, 
of no conſequence. —On the contrary, T believe that to allure 


the People . uniform i is eſſential. 


- 
* 


- 


; viſionary: 3 
* . 
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viſionary, That it would be immediately ufefil in 


this kingdom muft be apparent from analogy, and 
from obſervation ; the opinion of fome of the beſt 
informed men in Ireland, js decidedly i in favor of a 
Tellographie eftabliſhment (4) in this country. 
The great expence, which the Engliſh Miniſtry | 
have without heſitation beſtowed upon the Kumi. 
ralty Telegraph, demonſtrates clearly the value 
they ſet upon ſuch a mode of communication in 
England.— Are we to ſuppoſe that a Britiſh Minif- 
ter thinks that tog dear for Ireland which can be 
obtained at leſs than half price ?—Or is any national 
eſtabliſnment for the defence of this country, which 
| coſts a ſhilling, to be deemed extravagant by a fq- 
reign financier Are the ſupplies liberally granted 
by our Parliament to be purpoſely fenced round with 
limiting clauſes, to appropriate the money raiſed 
upon the people to the uttermoſt penny, Teſt any 
ſum ſhould remain which might be diſpoſed. of, for 
the advantage of the "jon at large his! is 
W eee 


(a) I ſhall quote only the authority of the e 1 quote 
a better ? 


The following is an extract from a letter wk I received from 

him, a few days after Lard Carhampton wrote to me, to ſay that the 

Lord Lieutenant wiſhed to n ta me, on the . 6 the Tel; 

lography | 
« 1 am happy that Lord 8 has 8 on the Lord 


ce Lieutenant to ſend for you—for I am \ perſuaded Fel hic com- 
© munication 1s eſſentially neceſſary, andfo far as I aged 


K Telegraphs, Jam conyinced yours is the moſt effeAual,” - 


(*) The ſums of money permitted to be laid out, or as I have heard | 


ſome financrs ed it, Junk in canals and public buildings, are an 


txception 


f x abs ND 
” 8. ' 


„„ 
3 us in the uſual ſtyle which England has aſ- 
ſumed towards her . dependencies. 1 


1 what light Ireland i is ſometimes eakfiaered by 
f Engliſhmen, we may learn from the following paſ- _ 
ſage in one of Gibbon's letters to Lord Sheffield. | 
(6)—* Of Ireland, I know nothing and while I 
am writing the decline of a great empire; I have 
c not leifure to attend to the affairs of a remote and 
« petty Province.” We ſometimes accidentally 
| perceive objects by reflection in a glaſs, which are 
carefully concealed from our direct view. From 
the little attention which the Engliſh Miniſtry pay 
to the defence and protection of this kingdom, we 
may difcover how inſignificant Ireland appears in 
the eſtimation of the Britiſh Cabinet: yet it ſeems 
extraordinary that their: unfortunate experiente in 
one quarter of the globe ſhould have made ſo little 
_ impreſſion upon the memory, or upon the good 
ſenſe of the Engliſh nation. -Aſter the loſs of 
« the brighteſt Jewel in the Britiſh Crown.” (b) 

the remaining gems ſhould be gutrded 1 ſome 
A of care and n. 3 


| 3 in point of fact but * are no exception as to the wiſhes 
of the Goverument—80 many members of Parliamegt are intereſted 
in canals, that a Chancellor of the Exchequer, let him grumble as 
he might, could not reſiſt. —In this the will of the people has been 
 effetive:—Whether Irctand has been benefitted 'by*this wr of ite 
own, requires no anſwer. 24 | | e | 
ce) Gibbon's life. Ag 04 20146005 40018 DX 
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Ireland is no petty province, for ſhe has an inde- 
pendent legiſlature. I mean 155 to enter into tl 
Sphynx's riddle of her dependent and independent 
crown. I judge of her importance from her natu- 
ral and acquired reſources, from her poſition in 
Europe, her peculiar ſufficiency to her own ſub- 
ſiſtence---her obvious encreaſe in induſtry. and 


knowledge---and above all by her ſudden rranſitign 
from apathy ! to exertion.---Old prejudices i in nations 


as well as in individuals, remain in the ming and i io-- 
fluence the condpct long after the circumſtances, in 
which they originated, are changed. 1 century ago 
Ireland was a burthen to England, now ſhe i is her moſt 
uſeful ally, but whatever may be the relative impart- 
ance of Ireland i in the eyes of a Brigiſh Miniſter, it ca- 
not be imagined, that he ſhould in time .of danger 
leave us utterly defenceleſs; 1 and though his ſenſibility 
may not be very acute, it muſt be rouſed by our 
fituation.---At a moment when there was general 
apprehenſiog of an inyaſion, it was ſcarcely to be 

expected, that his economy ſhould in oppoſition o 
all other motives, have decided him to reje& an elty- 


bliſhment of acknowledged and eſſential AU in 
the defence of the kingdom, N 


9 1 


As Lordlhip will not, 1 bope, imagine, tha 
after the experience l have had, Lam yet 
enough to ſuppoſe, that any thing J can urge in 
favor of the utility or policy of this eſtabliſhment, | 
will make any impreſſion upon Miniſterial minds 
I addreſs myſelf to the public---to thoſe in Ireland, 
he! e ſomething to R things | paſs 


22 
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Pke a dream from the memory of men high in 


office. ---They are taught to believe, that their 
approbation i Is the meaſure. of all excellence, and 
that their opinion neceſſarily guides the Judgment 
Pe all who ßer their inferiors 1 In 1 rank. 


The language of adulation Jeveiyes the ear, and 
the habits of eleyated ſtation deceive. the eye of 
the great; eyery, thing is meaſured by its relation 
to ſome immediate object, which occupies their 
pontracted ſpheſe of viſion. That very elevation, 
which. ſhould give them a commanding, view of 
things, attracts a miſt about them, which diſtorts, 


and diſproportions diſtant objects. There is alſo 
ſommething in power, which operates ſtrangely upon 


the: human heart, and underſtanding, which pro- 
duces in thoſe hg poſſeſs it an overweening 
ſelfiſhneſs, and a callous indifference to the intereſts 
and feelings of others rhey conſider the lives, 
and talents, and time of mankind, as at : their.ab- 


Feu Ah 


Cl: Un canonjer de plus ou de moins. qu importe 
ri pourvũ que le grand Seignior ſoit bien ſervi !” 
Dexclajmed a Turkiſh miniſter, to the Baron de 


Tou this ſhocks us from a grand Vizier, but 
Phen there is queſtion of ſending thouſands to en- 


counter a plague, the ſame ſentiment — a Britiſh | 


e does not  aſtoniſh us. 


It i is in vain to attempt to change 1 which 
are che combined refult of ſituation and habit. 


2 
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Our 1 muft 'be adapted't to the comprehen- 
fion, and diſpoſitions of” thoſe whom we addreſs.— 


Talk not then to men in office” of the virtue, the 


wiſdom, - the public utility of ſuch and ſuch con- 
duct, but talk tb them of its connexion with their 


private policy. —This is a language, which they per- 


fectly underſtand. Calculate the N N of 


their perſonal diſgrace or danger, and you catch 
their ear as by the fudden influence of a charm. — 
They liften with the ſuperſtitious eagernefs of 'men 
in love with Fortune, who know her ficklenefs, 
and who feel how much er e upon Her 
It requires but liele Kail in Furbrey, to foreſee 


chat in theſe. times of danger, When the minds of 
numbers are awake to the conduct of government, 


no Miniſter will long maintain his power, Wo 


truſts to the left-handed wiſdom of duplicity, 
who is prodigal i in all that concerns the intereſts of 
his own party, and economic, not to 1 
in all that concerns the happineſs of a people, and 


the fafety of a kingdom. —The character of the 
Miniſter, contraſted” with that of his diſtinguiſhed }. 


political rival in a period original and unprecedent- 


ed, makes the danger of this little paltry and 
futile policy, the more evident and palpable 


_ that ſuch conduct may not be too fatally extended 


to the rejection of other projects for the defence 
and ſafety of the kingdom, it may not be without 
its uſe impartially to delineate the characters of 
thoſe who guide the Ow 


| 


Two 


| do relinguiſh the favorite honorable reſolutions of his 


TI 4 1 
u rival” Stateſinen divide the opinion of f the 
„ in temperament, education, ſyſ- 
tem, and in whatever conſtitutes character Shaded 
by the prophetick mantle of his father, there was 


in the firſt appearance of the one ſomething of ſub- 


 limity ; ſplendid abilities, unuſual ſanctity of manners 
delpoles and juſtified the confidence of his country, 
_ ---Raiſed at once to a high ſtation, preſſed by by- 
ſineſs that myſt be inſtantly performed, he was ob- 


F liged to accept of aſſiſtanoe from men hackneyed 


in the ways nt office, and by degrees was compelled 


youth.---He did not confort with' men who marked 
is firſt deviations. -..Cqurtiers are not always furniſh- 
10 ed with a moral phumb rule to aqhuſt the rectitude ofa 


friend, though they fometimes apply it rather awk - 


wardly to detect the: obliquity of an enemy.---The 
unbounded confidence of the public tempted the 
 frailty of his nature, and he ſerupled not to impoſe 
a little upon the people, wha had n ſo much 
wan Frede | 


| The other Statefinat had a character to make 
Wich the exuberant animation which uſually ac- 
companies genius, he ran the eccentric round of 

diflipation,---Yur t this to him was a ſhort and ſalutary 
Experiment: the fame focial nature at his firſt en- 
trance upon his political career led him to tolerate, 
| perhaps to imitate his Companions: but his taſte 
and judgment ſoon diſdained the mean arts and ſor- 
did objects of inferior ambition. -His moral cha- 
facter has been aa formed by the conviction 


/ of 
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of his underſtanding, arid perhaps not a fingle year 


has been added to his wo or Wi not. a "7 


- his virtue, 


The philoſophic eye will 1 is thence 
of character not only in the conduct of affairg, but 
in the deliberations of the ſenate . When the melo- 
dious voice of the Miniſter ſteals upon the ear, when 
he leads us ( through many a bout of lengthened 
ſweetnefs,” far away from the object which we 
ſought, we feel as if our underſtandings had been 
convinced, when our ſenſes only have been grati- 
fied, When he aſſumes the tone of argument, we 
admire the lucid order, the heautiful connexion, 
the high poliſh. of his oration. It is true the parts 
are put together with dexterity; the joinings and 
defects in the materials are exquiſitely coricealed by 
workmanſhip. The varniſh is ſo delicate,, that no 
rude hand ventures to deface it. But when it yields 
to time, and reveals the wretched materials which 
it covered, we are amazed to ſee ſo much {kill and 


een, beſtowed N ſuch a worthleſs fabric. 


His opponent. nes We 4 the orator, and 
ſympathize with every feeling of the man. With 


the energy of a maſter- hand, he ſtrikes out atevery 
blow a diſtinct idea.---He - never ſpins the, flight - 


goſſamer of ſophiſtry, to catch the feeble and flut- 


tering attention; but with Herculean nerve, we ſee 


him forge out link by link the chain of demonſtra- 
tion. There is no pauſe, no reſpite, till the *maſ- 
. five 
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i length is complete and riverted tound the 
e | 2 


* 4 dane til Anton; it is katbtal to book 


more to the financiet than to the Stateſman ; but 


theſe are not times when fiſcal abilities can ſave aft 
empire. Miniſters; who have furmſhed their me- 
mories with ſtatiſtical tables, and all the detail of - 


diplomatic learning, are well qualified in times of 


tranquillity to trim the balance of Europe, and to 
calculate its nice libtations :: but in the hour of 
tempeſt and danger we abandon theſe refined ſpecu- 
lations: we look for 2 State ſman; who when he 
finds himſelf hutried on by the irre ſiſtible current 
of affairs, governs himſelf by a bolder prudence, 
and who, whilſt the ſtorm rages, dares to rely on 
the rapid ſuggeſtions of a nog -<x and ! 

ſive mind. l 


F have beenrinſenſibl Jed 8 my tilt in- 
tention and have touched upon what I hope to 
make the ſubject of a future letter.. The extent of 
your Lordſhip's indulgence; though I have tried 1 it, 

I ſcarcely know, but I hope you will pardon me for 


' endeavouring to mix ſomething of higher import, ** 


with what might appear only a perſonal concern.--- | 
The fame apology will 1 hope be accepted by the 
public, who will pardon” me for having intruded . 


_ myſelf ſo long upon their attention.---I conficer 


the tranſaction I have laid before them, rather as a 
public than a private concern. —-Had F merely ex- 
a perienced ty diſappointment i in ambition, had 
1 ſimply 
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I ſimply diſcovered duplicity in a court, I ould 
not think the novelty of my diſcovery, or the bit-.. 
terneſs of my diſappointment, would much intereſt 
the public. But ſurely the public has ſome intereſt 
in knowing, what offers are made to government 
for the defence of the country, how thoſe offers 
are received, and what treatment an individual 
meets with, who without the common motives. of 
emolument or ambition, applies himſelf with fome 
perſeverance, and, as it is allowed even by thoſe, 
who reject his ſervices, with ſome ſucceſs:to rad 
an object of national utility. The few who ſtudy po- 
litics as a ſcience, who conſider events not ſo much 
as to their abſolute as their relative magnitude, who 
mark the ſpirit of the times, [the temper of thoſe 
who govern, and of thoſe who ſubmit, will from 
flight omens draw impottant auguries.---< Take a 
« ſtraw,” ſays Selden, © and throw it, up. into the 
« air, you may ſee by that, which way the wind is, 
« which you- mn 


Even thoſe, ak 4 not call thettſelves polu⸗ 
cians, may find ſome advantage in looking into 
public meaſures. The habit of conſidering, and 
judging of affairs improves the ſagaeity of the peo- 
ple.---The letters of Seeretaties, and Commanders 
in Chief, can be contemplated at leiſure and with- 
out awe in a printed form, and perſons, who are 
apt to feel their underſtandings, bewildered: by the 
myſteries of office, when the veil is fairly drawn, 
will be glad to diſcover 45 plain eommon ſenſe is 


OO 


— 
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. completent to diſcuſs and decide (B).---Whilſt every | 
thing can be fully laid before the public, there is 
no danger) that the people ſhould be oppreſſed ; | | 
and thoſe who attack the liberties of mankind, have | 
more to dread from the inviſible union of enlight- 5 
ened minds, than from all the cabals of faction, 
or all the leagnies of ignorari n ſent 


| 
| 
Cardinal Mazarine, hen be heard any. com- 

ments upon his meaſures, wſcd to exclaim· 4 Let = 
f them ſay what they pleaſe, ptdvided they let me f 
1 de what I pleaſe.. -L The people have more rea- ; 
ſon to be content with their ſhare” in this diviſion of = 
power, than the ſhort-ſighted politician apprehend- 1 
ed. The deſpotic Cardinal's maxim with a triſſing 1 
alteration, may be Juſtly Pr oper as an axiom *. a „ 
free nation. ebe | | 


-# ” 


156 Let us * and write, aki he confiititicnal 
liberty allows, and let Miniſters attempt what _ 
dare.” 

Lind the-honor to Ves 
my Lord, 
with the 3 , 
your Lordfhip's 
obliged and humble tervant, 
© © RICHARD" LOVELL EDGEWORTH, | 


Edge worthftozras * 
December 13th, 156. | 


— * 


Wed. (8) I appeal to every man's recdllectlon of his feelings 1 upon the 
publication of Mr. Boyd's netzociatibn with Mr. Pitt, and of Lord 


Fitzwilliam's,/ and Ad Cornwallis' 95 wh xr members of 
* | 
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- On F riday the goth of December, at night, | 
received authentic intelligence, that the enemy were 
on our coaſts.==] immediately ſent a ſervant expreſs - 
to Mr. Pelham, with a letter offering to erect the 
Tellographs which] have in Dublin; on any line that 
Government ſhould direct, and to bring my oton men 
along with me, or to join the army with my port- 
able T ellographs to reeonnoitre __ n inte} 
ligence. ö 4 


My fervant was ſent back with a note from Mr. 
Pelham, containing his compliments, and the pro- 
_ miſe of a ſpeedy anſwer, —No. anſwer _ ever 
reached me | » 


Upon ſuch an emergency, I could wich the im- 

provements, which I have mentioned in my letter 
of the 19th of September, and with the aſſiſtance 
of my friends, have ' eſtabliſhed a communication 
between Dublin and any of our Ports, before the 
French fleet had left the - coaſt; and had my offer 
been accepted, it ſhould not have colt Government 
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I did not fel n niortifidd at this Wieck, becauſe 1 
was ſenſible that the diſpleaſure of the public would 
not Fog upon me; but I felt os feel much con- 
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of ſaving an enormous expence t to this country. 1 
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ſerent from the apathy bf general ſafety. Govetn- 'v 
ment had not the fame feelings as individuals, or it 
would have taken means to inform the people with 
|  *® certainty; and expedition; nor is it to be expected, 
that in a ſyſtem ſupported'by'patrbnage; any fortu- 
nate opportunity for profuſion ſhould be ſuffered to 
eſcape. Whether the anxiety of the Caſtle was 
proportioned to the real difficulty or danger, I am 
at a loſs to conjecture; of this however, Lam cer - 
tain; that the confuſed and contradictory accounts 
poubliſhed under the ſanction of Government, and 
Which have appeared at ſecond hand in the Engliſh: | 
papers, cannot upon à re-peruſal conyey any agree- 
able ſenſations either to themſelves or to the people. 
he fame narrowneſs of deſign is obvious in 
every thing, the ſame confidence in fortune, and 
| the ſame indifference about the future. The critic 
Vas not much miſtakem wh aſſerted, that the moſt 
intereſting circumſtante in the tragedy of Iphigenia 
in Euripides, is the directign of the winds, Which. 
of the heathen Deities wehave ptopitiated i in our 
.- favor, Tear el, * _— was not . kt: 
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